PREFACE                                     be

Mr, John Buchan edited in 1921 two volumes
of Miscellanies in which most of Rosebery's non-
political addresses and some of his shorter writings
are included. I have found these volumes indis-
pensable for reference, and Mr. Buchan has been
kind enough to read the proofs of the Scottish
portions of the book,

Rosebery's brother, Everard Primrose, contem-
plated writing a history of the family. This was never
done, but Mr. J. Macbeth Forbes of Edinburgh em-
barked on the enterprise. The work shows signs of
research, its author evidently being specially attracted
by the legal transactions and personal affairs of the
earlier Primroses, while sufficiently narrating their
public doings. It seems never to have been published,
and it is questionable whether any copy exists besides
the proof which was sent to Dalmeny. Apparently
the notices of recent family doings, though harmless
enough, were not approved there.

In 1900 Miss Jane T. Stoddart, a Scottish lady,
brought out a popular sketch of Lord Rosebery in one
volume adorned by a number of illustrations. It is a
lively and good-natured chronicle of its hero's public
and private life, evidently inspired by much respect
and admiration.

I launch this barque on the waves of public
opinion with some words which Lord Davidson of
Lambeth wrote to me when a biography was being
talked of:

" I have certainly known no public man's life so difficult
to depict in its odd combinations and perplexing variety of
facets.

" But there was never to me any doubt as to the sterling
quality of the underlying metal"
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